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"CHRISTIAN RECONCILIATION.—No. 2. 

This principle of reconciliation espoused 
by our opposers, may be represented by the 
following simile. ' A father has been a long 
time absent from - his family, trading in a 
distant country. He left his children when 
they were 80 young, and has been from them 
80 long, that they know not, but from hear- 
8ay, what manner of man he is.- At length 
they are told, by a person to whom they 
give full credit, that their father will so0on 
return ; that he is dreadfully angry with 
them, and they are exceedingly odious in his 
mind ; and that though he will contrive a 
way to-please himself with zome of them, 
and make them heirs to his wealth, yet his 
hatred will continue against most of their 
number, whom he will transport across the 
8eas, and 'consign' them as slayves for life to 
Barbarians, to traverse the burning deserts 
of Africa. Upon hearing and beheving this, 
not knowing. which of them are to be favor- 
ed or which cast off, they are all filled with 
8adness and heart-rending grief. 'They feel 
unreconciled to what they have heard,* and 
eyen wish that their father might be wreck- 
ed. on his passage, and never get home. 
But the 'messenger who has related to them 
this story, and filled their hearts with this 
dismay, pretends that he knows which of 
the. children tHeir father means to single 
out, and make his favorites. He goes to, 
one, and to another, and whispers into their 
ears, and makes them believe, that they are 
to be the selected ones to possess their fa- 
ther's riches. 
.- Well, now there. is discoyered in them a 
change. 'DThey wipe off their tears, and say 
they no more wish their father to perish on 
his passage homeward; they rejoice that he 
is coming, and hope he will arrive in safety. 
* O,” gay they, four father is an excellent 
man ;3 we are willing he should do as he 

eages, with 'us and his whole family. 


F 
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True we felt opposed to our father when we 
knew not bat we should be the subjects of 


| 


* | his vengeance ; but since he will make us 


his favorites, it is just as we would have it. 


| These brothers and sﬆisters of ' ours whom 


he will transport as slaves, we care nothing 
for them. We are perfectly reconciled to 
our father's will.” « _ 

This is a fac-simile of the principle of 
reconciliation held by Limitarian Christi 
They feel reconciled to have God's will 
done, when they believe that his will is in 
their favor, though (it be eternally ER 
others. Apt let any one of them into 
despair of God's goodness and fayor for 
himself, 80 that. he shall believe that the 
Divine government will execute upon him 
infinite torments, and with the same nature 
which he now posseses, call it his new nature 
if you please, he will be just as much anrec- 
onciled as he was with his old nature, when 
he was without the hope of good. Yes, and 
he would just as 80on, if he had power, an- 
nihilate God and the universe, 80 that there 
should be neither happiness nor misery, in 
order to prevent the execution on -himself 
of infinite torments. And in this he would 
be right enough too. I do not mention this 
to condemn that class of people for loving 
themselves, but I mention it to-show that 
they are self deceived when they imagine 
that they can oppose in practice the princt- 
ple of reconciliation which I stated in the 
commencement of this article, viz: a princi- 
ple of reconciliation consistent with our 
inextinguishable love of happiness. It is 
hence seen to be indisputable that the state- 
ments which I made with regard to myself 
are appheable to all, viz: they cannot be 
reconciled to evil viewed as evil in the re- 
8u]t; nor can they be reconciled to the 
posed doings of God, with a belief that he 
has put forth his power to force them” into 
existence, and abandoned them to circum- 
stances which he 8aw would make their ex- 
istence unto them an infinite evil. None 
ever enjoy reconciliation to God until they 
hope in his favor for themselves; and they 


are afterwards ANOpon5Ige JH in propor- 
tion as they doubt of their vation... REY 
But as 8ome profess rec ation 1 the 


belief of the endless wretchedness of othe 
I am disposed to make another remark 
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regard to myself. Some may call it selt- 
prais83” and others, of different gentiment, 
may adjudge it to be the effusion of a de- 
praved heart, a mind opposed to God. But 
80 it is; and whether it be thought worthy of 
praise or of blame, I will speak it. I can- 
not be reconciled, 1 think it not among pos- 
8ibilities that I ever should be reconciled, to 
8e any fellow creature suffer evil as evil in 
the result, and not as a means of future good. 
Nor could I be reconciled to such doings as 
they ascribe to God, who: say that he has 
abandoned any of my fellow creatures to 
circumstances which he 8aw would bring 
about the result of their infinite wretched- 
DEB. 

Am TI right in this feeling? - Or am I 
wrong? Is this a spirit of conformity to 
God? Oris it a spirit of opposition to him ? 
It -is a 8pirit of conformity to God's law. 
He requires me by the strongest and surest 
of; 'all- laws, -the one in-wrought with the 
constitution of my {nature, and confirmed 
by. revelation, to love myself. "This law can 
never be separated from my existence, and 
accordingly I can never be reconciled to the 
suffering. of infinite eyil myself. And God 
has further, by his holy law of moral per- 
fectness, commanded me to love my neigh- 
bor as myself. If I conform to this law, 
and love my neighbor as myself, I must feel 
interested for my neighbor as for myself. 
And with this law of love in my heart, an 
interest for my neighbor as for myself, I can | 
no more - be reconciled to. my neighbo1's 
_ suffering infinite evil, than to my suffering 
it mys8elf. Show me then the man, who was 
without reconciliation until be found a hope 
for: his-own imnfortal good, but now is recon- 
eiledin the belief that his fellow creatures will 
be.the sport of infinite torments, and I will 
8how you the man who does not love his 
neighbor as himself, whom a false ministry 
ef reconciliation has depraved into a settled 
gpirit of -opposition to God's perfect law of 

Ve. 

+ It appears from the foregoing observa- 
tions, that man - can no where find a true 
and gentimental reconciliation, but in the 
faith of that blessed gospel, which perfectly 
accords with that love for ourselves and for 
all mankind. which God requires us to cher- 
igh.,. 'This gospel .is the bread which satis- 
fies the|soul. * Wherefore'do ye spend your 
money for that which is not bread, and your 
labor/for that which satisfieth not ??  s. c. 
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ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE. 
© Jesus anzwered and said unto him, verily, verily 1 8ay 
unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot zee 
the kingdom of God.*—Jonn 3: 3, 


Much use has been made of this text, and 
verse 5, of the same chapter, to prove that 
80me men. shall never be sayed. In or- 
der to obtain the desired proof, it has been 
said that the kingdom of God in this'place; 
means that state of happiness to which. the 
saints shall be admitted in the future hfe 3 
in other words, keaven, as that term is most 
commonly understood. When we reply that 
this passage has relation to. the. present life 
rather than-the future, we are immediately 
accused of wresting the-scriptures; and put- 
ing a forced construction on the, sacred rec- 
ord. It should be known that yery many 
orthodox commentators have admitted that 
the interpretation which we- giveof. these 
words 1s. correct; that Jesus had reference 
80lely to events connected with the present 
state of existence; as may be 8een. from 
what follows :— : | 


1. Beza. 'This very.orthodox writer 8ays 
that the kingdom of heaven in” this (place; 
does not mean *"That eternal life for which 
we are. striving, but the Church 'over which 
God reigns.'—Annot. in toc. a 

2. GenEva BiBLE. * See the kingdom of 
God : which thing is, to be /assembled and 
incorporate into the church of 'God/— Note 
wn loc. | | 

8. DiopaTi. * Kingdom : viz. he cannot 
be ingrafted, nor united to' the chureh of 
God.*—Annot mm loc. _ 

4. Pearce. * See the kingdom of God ; i. 
e. be aglmitted into it, and become one of my 
disciples.'—Com. in loc. | 

5. WarrBy. © Christ seems to speak this 
not primarily of that heavenly kingdom 'in- 


to which the blessed shall enter at the day 


of judgment, but of that spiritual kingdom 
which was to be erected by the Messiah,” 
&c.—Annot in loc. | TO 
6. LacuTFooT. * That the ' kingdom” of 
God, or of heaven, are terms convertible in 
the evangelist, is 'obvious to every one that 
will take the pains to compare them: 'and 
that by the kingdom of God, or of heaven, is 
meant the kingdom and times of the Messiah, 
is 80 plain, that it needs no argument to 
prove it.'—eb. and Talm. Exerc. in loc. © 
In another place the 8ame writer: 8wy: 


7 


"As true happiness is the object of all ; let 


us seek it where it may be found: All then | 


$hould remember that to be *good is to be 


happy-' In doing thus we shall not be dis- 
'appomted. . W. 


* Speech is there had (John iii: 8.) of Chrict's 
ingdom of heaven upon earth, or the state 
nder Christ.'—Sermon on Matt. xxyiii. 9. 

Cayeen. *Except' a man 'undergo''a 
wee as great as might be denominated''a 
new birth, as great as might be conceived to 
pas/upon him, if he could be born again; us 
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pron. as takes place upon the 1dolater when 
becomes a. proselyte to Moses, he can- 
not share in the honors, or be employed 
in the ministry of my kingdom.'—Cri. Rem. 
vol. 1. p. 216. 

In another place, the shme writer 8ays 

ra ar the notion that fo enter the king- 
God, or of heaven, signifies © to ob- 
20; , e happiness of a ſuture life,” that this 
is * a 8ense which I believe it never bears in 
8cripture.'—Tbid. yol, i. p. 226. 

8. GiLe1in. * Jesus told him that his doc- 
trine lay in a very short compass. A man, 
8aid he, must be born again, before he can be 
a member of my kingdom. Nicodemus not 
comprehending the expression, Jesus ex- 
plained himself by saying, that nobody could 
be his disciple, who after professing himself 
8uch by baptism, did not change his life, by 
a thorough repentance ; and 8uch holiness of 
disposition, as should always be as8i8sted by 
the spurit of God,'—Ezpos. m loc, 


I have indulged myself in quoting more 
authorities than 1] should otherwise have 
done, for the reason mentioned in the intro- 
duction to the notes; 1. e. that Universalists 
have been 80 often accused of frittering away 
the meaning of the text, when they have ex- 

lained it precisely as these orthodox critics 

ave done 5 and that the text itself has been 
'80 much abused i mn its appheation to the con- 
cerns of another life. It remains, I believe, 
at the-present day, a very favorife theme of 
declamation, in all meetings intended to 
produce excitement, by a passionate appeal 
to the fears and tender feelings of women 
and children; of. 80me children too, who 
from their. time of life should be men, but 
are not. :If orthodox declaimers disdain to 
learn anything from the labors of Umversa- 
lists, it would, at least, evince a becoming 
-modesty, - to pay 8ome deference to their 
own critics-and commentators.  L. R. P, 
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CONDITIONS. 


© It is pothing to nay, tha CR fares 
bestowed upon h ity is conditional. 
"There can be no Taber that it 80 Am collditions) that no be- 
- ing can be until he becomes virtuous. But the cir- 
k- in which, men are placed, and the ultimate ef- 
foct of those circumstances upon their character, were 
clearly forescen by the Deity, and if he perceived that any 
inricun, under any part ular combination of circum- 
you)d never become virtuous, be would either have 
circumstances, or not have called him into ex- 
istence. One or the other of these measures benevolence 
required.*—Smith on Divine Government, p. 267. 


No-gubject connected with human salva- 
wn is more frequently insisted on than con- 
| or the means by which it is © be 
þognar 'The great question 's&ems to be 
whether the destiny of the world rests with 
God or with man !- A more important ques- 


- 


tas wn be! 


— 


Py 


tion certainly cannot be agitated. - Com: 
pared with this, all other subjects are not, 
worth investigating. If man's destiny is. in 
his own hands, of course, the Deity must 
have placed it there. If he has, then 80: far, 
the Supreme Being has resigned the goyern- 
ment of the uniyerse. © But how shall this 
momentous question be decided ?. Eyidently 
by no other standard than reason, and the 
Bible. 

When Jehoval-called man into existgnce, 
he either designed his happivess or misery,” 
or he was indifferent _about either, If the 
ultimate felicity of all was his object, it is 
certain that the design. will be effected, un- 
less 80me OL. rom. within. or 80me, cir- 

fr ithout sball induce him to 
change his deter . We can conceive 
of no other object Deity, had in yiew.in cre; 
ating man than his happiness. Being infi- 
nitely happy and glorious in himself, : he 
needed not his creatures for this /purpose. 
Every thing .shows that he intended a. dig- 
play of beneyolence. He has made eyery ' 
Sense a source of pleasure and of joy. 
. * Nor content 
With every ſood of life to nourish man, 
Thou mad*st all nature beauty to his eye, 
And music to his ear.? 

Had the Deity tony 
creatures, how eagily he E 
the result. He ben fan at once, 0: ervate 
them into hell, or in other words, their mix: 
ery might have begun at the moment © 
creation and continued forever. "Bray 
8ense might have been made a 80urce of t 
ment. Instead of seeing happiness around 
us in a thousand forms, we should have wit- 
nessed nothing but pure, unalloyed mISery. 
The splendor of a morning sun and the glow 
of an evening sky would have been hid from 
our * sight. We should not have bad 
flowers and blogsoms of spring, nor the. gnu 
sic of the woods. In short, perpetual da 
ness, desolation and agonizing pains. wo 
have been spread before us to an immeasur- 
able extent. 

Had Deity been indifferent about our 
happiness or migery, then we must  impute 
to good fortune all the happiness, we can . 
ever enjoy. In this case, Go could neither 
be an object of terror or of love. Were be 
indifferent, then the wheels of nature might 
roll on in beauty and glory, or stop and 
all things with agony and dismay. Thus 
viewing our subject we may break forth in 
the language of one of our most en 


i 


poets ; , 
* Oh ! lives the beneath th dread expats 
One kpothes, Jaz Tok Mialatos o Tehdnode” > 


Content to feed, with oooh nee BY: 
| The lukewarm pacsions of a lovely mind P - 


| - But what 8aith the word of G6d t- Does 
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that inform us that our future destiny 1s un-| 
"determined, or will be the mere sport of 
chance ? Hear the great apostle in his let- 
ter to the church at Ephesians ;—* Having 
made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
'according to, his good pleasure which he 
hath purposed in himself; -that in the dis- 
pensation of the fullness of times, he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth; even him.” In his letter to the Phil- 
ippians, the apostle” is equally explicit : 
* Wherefore God hath also highly exalted 
him, (Jesus,) and given him a name which 
is aboye every name ;' that at the name of 
Jesus every knee 8hould bow, of things in 
heaven, and things on earth, and things un- 
der the earth ; and that every tongue-should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” 

It certainly is evident from 8uch passages 
as the above, and many others which might 
be cited, that God purposes the reconciha- 
tion of all things to himself. 'To accomplish 
8uch an object we {have always supposed 
that means were necesssary in order to 8e- 
cure the result. But we haye always con- 
tended that the means were as certain, as 
the end: that Deity was not like man, un- 
wise enough to attempt to build without 
counting the cost. 'To place this subject in 


a clear point of light, we will refer to pun-| 


isehment. What is the object of this in the 
Divine government ? Not surely to produce 
pain alone, unless we suppose Deity to be a 
malevolent being, We consider the chas- 
tiszements of our heavenly Father as means 
to produce an end: that this end is the final 
purity and happiness of the whole creation. 
ence we maintain that punishment is abso- 
lutely necessary. Our opposing brethren 
think hink that in many cases it may be dispen- 
8ed with on the repentance of the sinner. 
We believe in the use of means as well as 
they, but we think these means are certain 
to s8ecure the result, The destiny of the 
human race is in the hands of our great 
Creator, and as he rules with absolute 8way, 
he will at last canse every thing which hath 
breath to praise him. 'The everlasting day 
of righteousness will be ushered in, and again 
the *morningstars will sing together, and all 
the 8ons of God will shout aloud for joy. 


C. 8, 


No subject is fraught with more present 
profit, than that of learning the true design 
of our afflictions. Emanating as they do 


from our Father who is in heaven, they must 
be for our good. God does not afflict willing- 
ly nor grieve the children of men, but that 
we should learn his statutes. 


| 


+ 
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TEMPERANCE.—No. 2. 

Probably every person, who has not yet 
swervyed from the path of strict temperance, 
would look upon death with much less 
dread, than upon the condition of a confirm- 
ed drunkard; and doubtless would choose 
the former as his own lot, in preference to 
the latter. Indeed, the bare thought, to any 
temperate man, that he could ever become 
80 far lost to himself, to his friends, and to 
the world, is too forbidding to be indulged 
for a moment. Every feeling person turns 
from it with disgust, and considers it an in- 
sult to his very nature, to suppose that 8wch 
an event can be in the least degree proba- 
ble. 

How happens it then, that. in taking a 
view of community, we at every glance' be- 


[hold some one that is in this very predica- 


ment, we 80 sincerely deprecate ? Is it be- 
cause they are made of different mould from 
us? Were they always the same wretched 
creatures they are now? Did not the 80- 
cial affections once abound among them ? 
Did they not once respect themselves, and 
look forward, and consider it a moral im- 
possibility, that they should ever arrive 
where they now find themselves? Yes, 
doubtless the day has been, when they could 
feel, for others all that we can now feel for 
them. They then perhaps filled enviable 
stations it 8ociety. But where are they 
now? Where no sober reflecting man 
could think of coming, without praying that 
death might interfere, and stay him in his 
march to ruin. 'The aspiration of every 
temperate man is, let me not die the death 
of the 8ot, and let my last end not be like 
his. O let me not sleep in the drunkards 
grave! and let not the spot where I shall be 
buried, be pointed out by posterity, as80ciat- 
ed only with baseness and degradation. 
Let not this be the legacy that I shall leave 
to my children, a legacy of shame and dis- 
grace. : 

- Impressed with these truths, let us, who 
yet claim to be temperate, not be regardless 
of the scenes that are .acting around us. 
Examples of ruined fortunes, ruined charac- 
ters, and shattered constitutions, are too nu- 
merous to be passed by unnoticed. "They 
utter a fearful cry, and say to the temperate, 
follow not thou in the drunkard's train, for 
his * steps take hold on death.” | 

The history of the past and present, are 
indeed shaded with thick darkness, yet they 
are, to us, histories full of interest. They 
bring to our knowledge the lamentable fact, 
that human-nature has too often fallen far, 
very far below its true dignity; and in its 


w. {degeneracy, brought forththe fruits of shame 
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and disgrace. Here then, let us learn a use- 
ful lesson. Let us take the s8alutary warning, 
and in the ruin of others, see our own dan- 
ger, if we expose ourselves to temptations 
that haye proved s0 fatal to them. 

It may be well then to inquire, whether 
there is any safe situation in which we can 
be placed ? whether any, or all the precau- 
tions we can take, will place us beyond all 
danger of becoming drunkards? If 8uch 
precautions can be taken, interest, duty, the 
love we bear to kindred, the hopes that we 
cherish for respectability in life, all ought to 
have their influence, and combined, should 
prevail upon us to adopt such a course, as 
to s8ecure us from the vice of intemperance, 
and the awful cpnsequences that must inevit- 
ably result from it. 'That such precautions 
may be taken, admits of no doubt; and they 
may all be summed up in two words, * total 
abstinence.* Upon this ground we may be 
safe, perfectly safe, but upon no. other. 

By this I do not mean, that all who in- 
dulge in what is termed moderate drinking, 
must, of necessity, become drunkard's, but 
that there is danger of it, as experience 
abundantly proves. 'They that think difft- 
erently, go upon the supposition, that there 
is a dividing line between the moderate 
drinker, and the intemperate man; that 
there is a certain point to which a man may 
go in drinking, and &till be on the ide of 
temperance, and that by going beyond this, 
he will pass the line that divides the two. 
But euch'a dividing line, if it exist, cannot 
be pointed out. When a man 1s truly tem- 
perate, or grossly intemperate, we have an 
appropriate name, by which to designate 
him ; but the precige point, at which mod- 
erate drinking is increased to. what is gen- 
erally termed intemperance, cannot be as- 
certained. Indeed, it is very doubtful wheth- 
er anyone, can clearly conceive of any such 
point. | | 

If what I have here stated be correct, let 
us 8ee whether we do not make a wrong use 
of terms, when we 8p 
drinker, as a character totally different in 
kind, from the drunkard. I see not how 
people that drink sparingly as it is termed, 
and yet drink sufficient to effect the system, 
can - justly be classed by themselves, and 
considered as bearing no relation to the 
drunkard. The .position that I assume is, 
that every degree of alcoholic -excitement 1s 
injurious to persons in health : and this po- 
8ition I!shall endeavor to maintain, by an 
appeal to reason, common 8ense, and matter 
of fact. 

And first, let us ask what effect the mod- 
erate drinker expects from the use of ardent 
Spirit, even though taken in very small quan- 


zeak of the moderate | 


q 


tities? No doubt he expects excitement, a 
gentle, agreeable excitement. Let us 'ask 
again, what the drunkard expects from the 
large potions that he takes? Excitement 
certainly : the very same in kind, that the 
moderate drinker expects, differing only in 
degree. What then is the difference between 
them? The s8ame that there is between'a 
large house, and a small one. 'The one we 
may call a cottage, the other a mansion, but 
ﬆt11] they are both houses. H. B, 
Gloucester, June 24, 1833. 
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A DEATH=BED ECENE. 


G. 'F. was a promising young man. He 
had gained the confidence of his employers, 
and had become commander of a gallant 
ship. After an absence of several months, 
he returned to the parental mansion. Ex- 
pected by his young and faithful companion, 
a widowed mother, and his afﬀectionate sis- 
ters, he was received with demonstrations of 
Joy. He intended for a few months to come 
to forget the dangers of the uncertain. deep, 
and he anticipated. much happiness in the 
Society of those whom he loved. | But fre- 
quently our fond hopes are suddenly blagst- 
ed, and our expectations disaappointed. 

Scarcely had G. T. time to -salute his 
fond connexions and beloved friends, before 
he was prostrated on the bed of sicknes 
Anxiously his friends gathered around him. 
Physicians were hastily called ;- but it was 
too late. He was beyond the reach of heal- 
ing medicine. When I.entered his room he 
was motionless, and was appatently breath- 
ing his last. His friends stood around his 
bed. Weakness prevented his fond mother 
from beholding Ai only, and 'now dying 
80n. - His sisters sto0d weeping on FIOS <5 
expiring brother. One was there who.wept 
audibly. It was the faithful. companion of 
the dying. But a few short months had 
passed away since she was united to him in 
matrimonial bands. During most_ of that 
time her husband had been necessarily ab- 
sent. Fondly she had anticipated his re- 
turn that she might enjoy his 8ociety. He 
had returned; but he returned to die. Now 
all her fond hopes were foreyer blasted. In 
this agonizing moment it was deeply affeet- 
ing to behold her. With one hand she wip- 
ed the tears from her cheeks; the other 
was fast locked in the lifeless hand of her 
dying husband. She seemed to say to him, 
* do not go, leave me not alone.' All pre- 
8ent were silent, and evidently deeply afSct. | 
ed. Unable distinctly to utter a.sentence, I 
sat a few moments, contemplated the mel 


ancholy scene, and silently retired. Short- 
ly after he expired.” __ 


s 


62 


_ 


THE 'UNIVERSALIST. 


Inwardly I inquired, as I slowly returned 
to my dwelling 18 death. an eternal sleep ? 
Or is it: to be succeeded by ceageless pain ? 
Or is man to live again in a holy and happy 
state? I entered my «lwelling, opened the 
volume of 1inspiration, and was instructed 
and consoled by the following beautiful dec- 
larations : © Let not your heart be troubled, 
ye believe in God; believe also in me,—Be- 
cause I live, ye shall hve, alsoe. And1, if I 
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me.* * It 1s'enough,” I exclaimed, 
*thou blessed Son of God, I can now part 
with my friends tranquilly. In future I will 
cast my care upon God, believing that he 
careth for me.” 

*:'Why should we start and ſear to die ? 
What timorous worms we mortals are ! 
Death is the gate of endless joy, 

Aud yet we dread to enter there.” 


Hyaimnis, Mass. July 1833. 


MURRAY. 
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WOMAN. 

A female neyer appears more loyely than 
when she moves in the circle which Heaven 
designed for her, and evinces a mind well 
8tored with useful knowledge. When thus 
arrayed, she is one of the mozt interesting 
objects of creation: ©, Every eye rests upon 
her with pleasureable delight. 'The learned 
and the wise of the _opposite sex delight in 
her 8ociety, and affix to her character re- 
8pect.and yeneration. Ignorance and folly 
stand reproyed in her presence, and vice 
in his bold career, shrinks abashed at her 
gaze. 'The over-heated zealot, who 18 con- 
tmually scattering about firebrands, arrows 
and death, disturbing the peace and tran- 
quility of the domestic circle, dares not en- 
ter her presence, or attempt to pluck one 
Jaurel from her brow.' She is the joy, the 
delight, and the admiration of the domestic 
circle, and of all who know her. If she 

ofesses not the religion of Jesus, her heart 
18 deeply imbued with its salutary principles. 
A female thas adorned,. is prepared to en- 
counter all the evils pecular to this uncer- 
tain 8tate; to rise with proper elation to 
the pinnacle of fortune, or sink with becom- 
ing fortitude and resignation into the abyss 
of poverty ; to attain with cheerful serenity 
the heights of bliss, or endure with patient 
firmness the depths of woe. 
she is'the pride of'a mother's heart. As a, 
sister, she is honored and adored by her; 
companions. As a wife, © the heart of her 
husband doth safely trust in her.* And as 
a-mother, *her children rise up and call her 
blessed. F L. W. 8. 


As a daughter, | 
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DR. CLARK A UNITARIAN, TRINITARIAN AND 
A METHODIST. 


The distinguishing and only deffinite | doctrine 
of the Unitarians, is, a belief in one God, and the 
acknowledgement of one Lord Jesus Christ. The 
evidence we bring forward to prove that Dr, Clark 
was, to 8ay the least, at one time, while writing 
his Commentary an Unitarian, is | the following: 
There is one God who is the Maker, Governor, 
and Preserver of -all men, of every -condition, 
and of every nation : and equally wills the wr 
tion of all.” (See his comments on 1 qt ll: 
Heb.1: 2. *God has many 80ns and dau % hp : 
for he is the Father of the spirits of all fleeh but 
he has no Son who is heir of all things, a 
whom he has delivered a complete revelation wo; | 
mankind, but Jesus Christ. "I 

If a Trinitarian ehould find 8uch language whit- 
ten on'a piece of paper, and not know who wrote 
it, he would at once conclude it was written by an 
Unitarian. Dr. Clark was a. Trintarian as is 
evident from his own creed, which is appended to 
his Commentary. 


*'There is a plurality of what are common: 
called persons, not separately 8ubsisting, which- 
persons are commonly termed FATHER, SON AND 
HoLy GnosT; or Gov, the Lo6os, and the HoLy 
SPIRIT ; and these'are generally named the Txrx- 
ITY ; which term, though not found in the New 
Testament, 8eems properly enough applied, as 
we never read of more than three Persons-in the 
Godhead.” 


No comment is necessary. The language i is 
sufficiently definite, 

Lastly ; Dr. Clark was a firm and thorough-go- 
ing Methodist. He believed in their distinguisb- 
ing doctrines—*'That the souls of all- believers 
may be purified from all sin inthis life. That un- 
less a believer live and walk in the 8pirit of obe- 
dience, he will fall from the grace of God, and 
forfeit all his Christian / privileges and rights: in 
\ which 8tate of backsliding he may persevere; and 
if 80, perish everlastingly. 'That every period of 
human life is a state of probation. That all the 
promises and threatenings of God are conditional. 
That there will be a day of judgment, after which 
the wicked will be sent to hell, and the righte ous 
taken to heaven, That these states of rewards 
and punishment shall have no end. 

Such kind reader, is the language of this great 
and pious man. We cannot refrain from moisten- 
ing the memory of Clark, with a tear of pity, 
when we 8ee how low he stooped to gupport « fav- 
orite creed. We have mentioned these things, 
not to cast x #tain-upon the character and writings 


{of this venerable man, but to show the frailty of 


Bo Janlac and serve the Lord your God. 


[human nature-and the absurdities and inconsisten- 
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cies in which a good man will involve himself, 
when entangled with the creeds of fallible men. 

While reflecting upon this s8ubject, and the many 
apparant incongruities which infect the writings of 
most men, the words of the poet came forcibly to 
mind, with which we'shall conclude this article. 


Men's books with heaps of chaff are stor'd ; 
God's book doth golden. grains afford: 
Then leave the chaff, and spair no pains, 
In gathering up the golden grains. 


CET 


EXISTENCE: OF GOD. 


The question is frequently asked by those who 
deny. the existence of a Great First Cause, * How 
do- we. know there is a God ” We reply, the 
8ame course of reasoning which convinces us of 
the reality of our,own existence, shows us that 
there must. of necessity be a producing cause. 
We act; the action is our own, but who cauged 
us to act if not God ? - We breathe, but who. in- 
gpires it. Our minds travel back from one gener- 
ation to another,. and centre in one great and 
good being from whom all sprung. It is perfect- 
ly natural for man to recognize in his mechanism, 
and. in every thing which pertains to- animated 
nature 5 in the formation of- all worlds; in the or- 
deriand harmony which pervades the whole crea- 
tion, the wisdom and power of God. Some who 
openly disavow a' belief in the existence of a God, 
have worshiped and acknowledged something u- 
perior - to - themselves, under an other name. 
Hence the infidels have. erected temples to the 
honor of REas0N, and 8ung the praises of that 
* imaginary” being. Atheists should be consistent. 
If they deny the existence of God, and feel con- 
strained-to ging praises, let IMPORTANT SELF be 
the burden of their song ! But let the Christian 
ging, * unto him who hath loved us, and washed us 
from our /sins in his blood, to him be glory and 
dominion forever.” 


JEFFERSON AND RELIGION. 


It is the general opinion, and it has been pub- 
lighed to the world as true, that the venerable in- 
dividual whose name 8tands at the head of this 

ticle, was an. unbeliever in the religion of the 
Son of God. - Dr. Wilson of New York, in his 
book on the: character of the Presidents, has clas- 
ed Tefferson with the infidels. But the man who 
can. speak of religion in the terms Jefferson did, 
cannot, in our opinion be its enemy. He was op- 
posed to the inconsistent and appalling dogmas 
which-falable men have incorporated with the 
£ospel ; but for the true religion of Tesus, he en- 
tertained an-exalted opinion, as is evident from 
his own words... © The Christian religion,” 8ays he, 
, When divested of the rags in which they have 
enyeloped” it, ard bronght to the original purity 


of its benevolent institutor, is a religion- of all 


others most friendly to liberty, science, and the 


. 


63 


>. 


freest expansion of the human mind.” One thing 
is certain, if Jefferson was an infidel, he was very 
different from infidels of the present age. They 
belch forth their philipics against religion ; he 
spake in its praize. And a sane man, who uses 


gach language in fayor of religion, cannot be its 
enemy. 


QUERIES. 


Many professed ministers of the gospel, de- 
nounce the exercise of reason on the subject of 
religion, as carnal, and unsafe. Now the queries 
which suggest themselves to our minds, are the 
following—if reason is carnal, and its use unsafe ; 
and if we by exercising it become carnal, was 
not the apostle Paul also carnal? He reasoned 
three Sabbath days. ' Are not those divines who 
8ay we ought not to reason upon religion, preach- 
ing another gospel, than that which was preached 
by the apostles? Do not such as set at nought 
reason, countermand the precept of our Saviour— 
Be. ye perfect, even as your Father in heaven 1s 
perfect? Jehovah hath said, * Come, let us reas- 
on together.” Do not all who discard reason, 
neglect to imitate the Deity ? 


OUR EXISTENCE. 

One writer in speaking of the existence of man, 
employs the following beautiful and sublime lang- 
uage—* The first years of our. existence may be 
viewed as the fountain from whence izsnes the 
stream of life, which, if it be cleared-in the be- 
ginning, and secured against impurities, shall flow 
forth in a beautiful and unsullied current.* Such 
being a true 8tate of the case, how important it 
is that parents and guardians should watch over 
children ; train them up in the way they should 
g0; bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. 


NEW MEETING HOUSE. 


The frame of the Meeting-house to be occupi- 
ed by the First Universalist Society in Spencer, 
Mass. was raised on Tuesday the 2d inst. No 
accident occured to mar the pleasantness of the 
occasion. A large concourse of people assembled 
and listened with attention to a Prayer by Br.-G. 
Noyes, of Charlton, Mass. and'an Address by Br. 
W. A. Stickney, Pastor of the Society. _ 


DO ——— 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
© Epsilon? shall appear next week, *Delta? is 
received, but omitted for want of room. [Several 
other communications are on hand: We have not 
had time to examine them ; they shall however be 
attended to-800n. We this week make: good: out 
promise by laying before our readers a communi- 
cation from our much esteemed- corregpondent 
(L.R.P, We hope he will continue his favors; 


they will always be acceptable. $44 
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POETRY- 


[From the Gospel Anchor.] 
The Hope that Maketh Not Ashamed. 


I cannot in that hope rejoice, 
So narrow in its view, 

That God wlll make a partial choice, 
And save a chosen few. 


I cannot hope, redeemed from death, 
And clad in robes of light, 

That I sball gaze on worlds beneath, 
Consigned to endless night. 


I would not hope in blizs to go, 

_ On wing seraphic borne, 

And contemplate a gulph below 
Where © countless millions mourn.” 


O! who could sach a hope proſese, 
Yet bear the Christian name ? 

The tongue that sbould this hope confess 
Would feel remorse and shame. 


A holier, happier hope is mine, 
"Tis inspiration's voice, 

It 8peaks 1n strains of love divine, 
And bids the world rejoice. 


It lifts the veil of future years 
And points the mental eye, 

When sin and sorrow, sighs and tears 
And death itself hall die. 


Be this © the ANCHOR of my 80u),” 
Here let my spirit rest, 

And not a wave of sorrow roll 
Across my peaceful breast.” 


The Bible. 


This little book Pd rather own, 
Than all the gold. and gems 

That e'er in Monarchs? coffers shone, 
Than all their diadems ! 


Nay were the seas one chrysolite, 
The earth one golden ball, 

And diamonds all, the#stars of night, 
'This book were worth them all. 


Ak ! no—the 80ul ne*er found relief 
In glittering hordes of wealth ; 

Gems dazzle not the eye of grief, 
Gold cannot purchase health. 


But here a blessed balm appears, 
To heal the deepest woe, 
- And those who seek this book in tears, 
Their tears sball cease to flow. 


The Lord's Prayer. 


Our Heavenly Father; hallowed name, 
Obey'd in Heaven; by earth the same. 
Give us our food—our sins remit 
Freely; as thus we others treat. 

Restrain when flesh would lead to sin, 
— vs from ills, without, within, 

or more is thine than we can pen, 
All worlds, powers, glories, times ;—Amen. 
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| LETTERS 
Received at this Office, during the week ending July 16. 


P. M. Noridgewock. P. M. Buffalo. P. M. Dedham, 
Mass. 8. Barnes, Plymouth, Mass. $10. P. M. Han- 
80n, Maszs. P.M. New-Haven, Conn. Rev. J. M. Aus- 
tin, Montpelier, Vt. P. M. Dana, Mass. 8. Van Scha- 


Marriages. 


In this city, by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. James Hines 
and Miss Elizabeth Baldon. Mr, Frederick Tutien and 
Mrs. . Nancy Campbell. Mr. Thomas Scott and Miss 
Sarah Honey. Mr. Alexander Mc'Donald and Mrs. wa 
Jane Sophia Flin. Mr. James Dickey and Miss Harr 
Livingston, of Charlestown. ? 
In Lynn, By Rev. J. C. Waldo, Mr. Sylyester P. Flint 
and Miss' Abigail M, Gilman. 
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Deaths. 


In this city, Mrs. Abigail, wife of Mr. John Paul, aged 
34. Horace, youngest child of 'Mr. J. Bender, TY 
and 5 months. William Henry, only son of Mr. W. J. 
Niles, 5 months. Sarah Ellen, youngest child of Mr. 
Charles Griggs, 18 months. Mary, daughter of Mr. Jo- 
seph Dolbear, 5 years. 


RELIGIOUS NOTICES. 
Br. G. Noyes will preach in Dudley, Mass. next Sun- 


day. ; 
Br Jehiel Smith will preach in Hampton Falls, N. H. 

next Sunday. 

Br. R. 8. Pope will preach in South Dedham next Sun- 


day. 

Br. J. Wright will preach in Chelmsford next Sunday. 
And a Lecture at Carhsle at 5 o*clock. 
| Br. R. Streeter will preach in Dunstable, Mass. next 
Sunday. - 

Br. H. Ballou, 2d. will preach in Stow next Sunday, 
and Br. T, Whittemore wid as ply his desk in Roxbury. 
Br. L.S. Everett, will preach in Atkinson, \N. H. the 
4th Sunday in this month. And a Lecture in the Meet- 
ing-house in Salem, N. H. at 5 o'clock. & 
Br. B. Whittemore will preach in . Boxboro?, the 4th 
Sunday in this month. And a Lecture in Littleton at 
5 o*clock 

Br. 'T .Whittemore will preach in Pelham, N. H. the 
4th Sunday in this month. 
Br. 8. Streeter will preach in Holliston the 4th Sunday 
in this month, > 
Br. J. C. Waldo will preach a Lecture in Andover, the 
last Sabbath in August, at 6 o'clock. Subject—Sin 
against the Holy Ghost. via 
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| STREETER'S NEW HYMN -BOOK. 
The 8ubscriber has published the Sixth Edition of this 


- | popular Hymn Book, which he now offers to the Universa- 


list public at the low-price of 62 cts. single, h y 
bound and lettered, either in black moroceo, or light sbeep. 
A liberal discount will be made to those who buy by 
dozen. Universalist Clergymen and others, wishing to cir- 
culate the book can be supplied on sale, - ER, their 
orders to, . B. MUSSEY, 

No. 29 Corahill, Boston. 


N. B. Publishers of Universalist pa will iq- 
[OY 


sert the above and charge it to, 
Terms of The Universalist. 


Trax UNIVERSALIST is published 8imultai - at 
No. 29, Cornhill, BosTox, by BxNJ3Anin B. Musszr ; 
and at LOWELL, every SATURDAY; at $1,;00 per annum, 
payable 1N ADVANCE, $1 25 in six months, and $1 50 


at the close of the year. 26 cents will be added to those 
who receive their papers by the Carrier. | ; 
Ageuts and others who obtain five new subscribers 
and 8end the money for them, shall receive a sixth copy 
gratis, and in the zame proportion for anygreater number. 
No paper discontinued till arrearages are paid, except 
at the discretion of the Proprietor. Pos 2h 
Letters containing five dollars or more may be sen 
at our expense. 


All letters and communications on business must be 
Post Paid) sent to the Editor. | 


ack, Albany, N. Y. $1. 


G. W STACY, PRINTER. 
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